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arm candy

L
1. “B LIV (FERERATE ARG MBNERRZA)

=/ Macmillan English Dictionary 2nd Edition

arm candy UK ® US ® noun [uncountable] informal

an attractive person that you take to a social event because they are
attractive rather than because they are intelligent or because you are
havina a romantic relationshin with them

T

1 [N-UNCOUNT ArRI#&iE] EBEERMNAEMAZZH; Eye candy
is used to refer to people or things that are attractive to look
at but are not interesting in other ways. [Informal]

Back then, women on TV were mostly seen as eye candy...
AR, BAPNTERZEEEIELHE,

Animation has stopped being eye—candy for kids and geeks

and become mainstream entertainment.
SNEAE{UXIEE /N2 FFohERMAREK, M T EREFRA. EEh

« brain can-dy
noun INFORMAL

popular entertainment that is not intellectually stimulating.
"the show was a nice mix of substance and brain candy"

What is brain candy? A

informal. : something that is entertaining but lacks seriousness or substance :
mindless entertainment. One of the beauties of the car is the privacy to listen to popular
novels—brain candy, if you will—that the women in my book group would sniff at.
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No hurry, no pause.
Find your Goldilocks pace.
March to the beat of your own drum.

GOLDILOCKS
ZONE

MOTIVATION

\ 7

BOREDOM FAILURE

DIFFICULTY —>


Eric Z
No hurry, no pause.
Find your Goldilocks pace.
March to the beat of your own drum.


Eric Z


o Goldilocks

/'g6ld& laks/
noun

a fairy-tale heroine who enters the house of the Three Bears and declares the possessions of Baby
Bear to be ‘just right’, as compared to those of Father Bear and Mother Bear.

e denoting or referring to the most desirable or advantageous part of a range of values or conditions
(typically the center).
"the planet is in the middle of what astronomers call the Goldilocks zone : a place that's not too hot
and not too cold"

Feedback

Translations and more definitions

People also ask :

What does it mean if someone calls you Goldilocks? A

adjective. : having or producing an optimal balance usually between two extremes.

Goldilocks zone:

Sweet spot of
optimal pace E

Patients more
satisfied. but with

escalating expenses : Staff exhaustion
Performance and waitlists and burnout, patient
¥ : dissatisfaction

S s R R N N NN R RN NN NN N NN
TE T R TRy -

Speed of hospital life
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What flower gives
the most kisses on
Valentine's Day?

T‘fLIP

A\ N
\ \
\'-‘,“ /(/

@ Reader's Digest
Best Valentine Jokes for Kids

RD)|

VALENTINE'S DAY JOKES

[ Images  [*] Videos

@ News © Maps i More

66

Who always has a date

on Valentine's Day?

A calendar.

What did the tortoise say

on Valentine's Day?

"l turt-ally love you."

3 days ago @

© Parade

50 Funny Valentine's Day Jokes fo...

& Good Housekeeping

55 Funniest Valentine's Day J...

® Q

Tools

What did the
kitten say on
Valentine’s Day?

You're purr-fect.

@ Reader's Digest
Best Valentine Jokes for Kids

30 FUNNY

VALENTINE'S DAY
JOKES FoR KIS/

& Mom vs the Boys
Funny Valentine's Day Jok...

SafeSearch »

A Collections

Do skunks celebrate
Valentine's Day?

Sure, they're very
scent-imental!

& Good Housekeeping
55 Funniest Valentine's Day J...
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Happy Valentine's Day
to the couple who
always welcomes

me as a third

wheel.

What kind of Valentines Day candy
is never on time?

LearnFunnyJokes.com

HAPPY VALENTINE’ S DAY
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%le valentine's day IDIOMS b @ Q 3 i e
Collecti SafeS h~
Q Al [ Images [ Videos (@ News [ Books : More Tools W Eolleciions  Sefesean:
7 o ® e /
love = esl ‘et heart english ® story video phrasal verbs figurative language >
= <) q

e - Yalentine’s Day
love at first sight @P.
il i love wth someons
the firt time yeu see them

' |a]

" Everest Language Sch... 84 Live Worksheets D TPT K KSE Academy @ Pinterest © Oyster English
Learn English idioms for ... Valentine's day idioms w... FREEBIE! Valentines Day: Love I... 10 Love Idioms for Valentine's Day ... Useful Idioms and Phras... Love idioms: A short Valentin...
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20 English Idioms of Love

have a crush on sby [somebody] T
0 be heart-broken
g - To be mad about someone To feel vy bad because someone dossn' ove yau
have a thing about sby Sarak iy mad about John Jawe is completely heart-broken
fall (head over heels) in love with sby .
be love at first sight To have the hots for someone To be going through
Ee rnc:cleT {I?f eu;h _01:er To be atiracted to someone a I'Oi.lgh patch
e a4 march made In heaven : i e, Fri + 1
! Steve has the hots for Angelina To be experiencing a difficult period in a relationship
L:IE: :::: :;::;gr‘:::’:" & ol Jenny and Ruth are ;o.-’ny (ﬁm:;yé a rough
absence makes the heart grow fonder To have a crush on someone patch at he momen
worship the ground sby walks on To be attracted to someone and be infatuated To be on the rocks
sing sby's praises with them To be in a difficult/bad time (to describe a relationship)

bethe cpple of sy s sye Bill has a crush on Simon

get on like a house on fire
find your soulmate
stick together through thick and thin

ove conquers all
live happily ever after

#ValentinesDay

to pop the question
[ |ovebirds ] to ask someone to marry you

an openly affectionate couple

Valentine’s Day . &

Idioms and Phrasal Verbs

broken heart blind date
afeeling of sorrow and despair when someone you 3 date between two persons who have not previously
love does not love you met
"Heis recovering from a broken heart” “She went out on a blind date with her friend's cousin.’
joined at the hip love birds
two people who are inseparable two people who are obviously very much in love with
each other
“Those two are joined at the hip! “Jade and her boyfriend are as happy as two lovebirds now!”

Bill and Sandras relationship is o the
rochs at the moment

 EE R RN RN NN NN NN NN NN NNN N
BB B E R BN B E N EEENEENRRENRHMNHNEHN.]

Lo bove o leoout of aold

|
|

WE LOVE ENGLISH

HEART IDION QD

at the heart of

the most important part of; centralto

At the heart of baking for others is the very act of
giving. While the process of baking can contribute to
an overall sense of wellbeing, giving heightens that
feeling. (Huffington Post)

The Olympics embody the transformation power of
sport as well as the universal connections at the
heart of such experiences. (Huffington Post)

SPEAK
ENGLISH
LIKE AN
AMERICAN'

www.languagesuccesspress.com o @LanguageSuccess

Learn English with Harry

loved-up J love affair PHRASES + lDlOMS

aromantic or sexual relationship between two people

to be in love, or behaving very amorously. :
D 4 who are not married to each other

“Joeand Bella are very much loved-up! “Their love affair began sometime last year.”
fall head over heels in love love at first sight
—tofall deeply in love with someone the experience of falling in love with someone as soon
“They met at a nightclub and instantly fell head over heels for as you see them for the first time
one another.” “When Steven met Harriet, it was love at first sight”
tie the knot pop the question
__togetmared to ask someone to marry you

“50 wl T T e FTot “Has he popped the question yet?"

hook up with sby

in a romantic or sexual relationship with somes,

split up with sby
to end a relationship

“When did you two first hod *She split up with her boyfriend last week”

go out with sby break up with sby
to have a romantic relationsmp Wit sonesne— to end a relationship
“How long have you been going out with him?" *He's just broken up with his girlfriend.’
chat sby up ask sby out
to talk to someone in a way that shows that you are to invite someone to go out on a date with you
sexually attracted to them
“He spent all evening chatting her up and buying her drinks. “You should ask her out sometime.
fall for sby hit it off with sby
to fall in love with somebody to getalong very well together
*She fell for a handsome younger man! “Mary and Stuart hit it off straight away!’
cuddle up with sby turn sby on
tossit or lie very close to someone and put your arms to make semesnefaelsexyally attracted or sexually
around them excited
"We cuddled up together and tried to get warm.’ “He really knows how to turn me on’’

ABOUTLOVE g

q . Fall for someone
Lo '_A to fall in love with someone,
‘ ' | to be very attracted to someone

L S www.englishlessonviaskype.com
sesssssssaes

A love triangle
a romantic relationship involving
three people P
aseccccsnsss
I've only got eyes for you
you only fancy or are attracted to your

partner
www.englishlessonviaskype.com
aseccccscssss

Your heart skips/misses a beat
suddenly you feel very excited,

s
™ nervous, or frightened %
7 www.englishlessonviaskype.com E .
P sssssssssses
D Love is in theair ' -*

there is a good feeling about a loving
relationship developing

sssscssssssss
Faint heart never won fair lady
if you don’t take a chance, you will never

win (an old English expression)
OWWW.ENGLISHLESSONVIASKYPE.COM®
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Reverse thinking
Put it to use
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© BBQ Tips UK

https://www.bbqtips.co.uk » cook-up-a-storm-this-vale...

Cook Up a Storm this Valentine's Day!

Feb 10, 2564 BE — A grill firel Here are some of our favourite starter and main course
recommendations to help you cook up a storm ready for this Valentine's day.

ural comes with all the supplies ne¢ded for you and your valentine to paint up a storm and
ave a beautiful piece to commemoyate your love. Starts at $400.

alentines Freebie Download - Mer Mag

Feb 9, 2016 - We've been crafting up a storm for Valentines Day this year so we decided to

keep it simple for the... Read more »

10 ways to show your love this Valentine's Day in Hampshire

Jan 12, 2566 BE — 3. Cook up a romantic meal. Cook up a storm together at a Hampshire
cookery school and recreate the dishes for a romantic meal home. The Season ...

Country and Town House
https://www.countryandtownhouse.com » culture » val...

How to Have the Most Romantic Valentine's Day at Home
Jan 24, 2566 BE — Thanks to Cook School's clever boxes of fresh ingredients put together with

children in mian@can cook up a stmn_@ ‘7 ﬂ{
E Twinkl %7/

https://www.twinkl.co.uk » ... > Valentine's ¥

Valentine's Day Recipes Pack
Food is often said to be the way to the heart, so Valentine's Day is the perfect time to cook up a

storm in the kitchen. The most popular food eaten on this ...
Rating: 5 - 1 review

6. dance / sing / cook etc up a storm to do something with all your
energytc ik E/MEI/ T IR E:
They were dancing up a storm {2 ] EEERIEHBkEE,
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GM|€ valentine's day "to bits" X @ Q

Q Al [ Ilmages (] Videos ([E News < Shopping ¢ More Tools

About 680,000 results (0.52 seconds)

@ Pinterest

https://www.pinterest.com > Explore > Event Planning 3

"Love You To Bits" Valentine By Tried and True

| don't know about you guys but when it comes to Valentine's Day, I'm so overwhelmed with
parties, ... “Love You To Bits” free printable valentine ideal

https://www.pinterest.com > Explore > Art  :

| love you guys to bits! Happy Valentine's day
Feb 14, 2014 - | love you guys to bits! Happy Valentine's day ;)
llove youguysto !

GM|€ valentine's day "to bits" D Q ] i e

Collecti SafeS: h~
Q Al [ Images [ Videos (=) News © Maps : More Tools ﬁ ollections - sateseard

my heart craft @ craft u love quotes for & i love you printable kids crafts for free printable pieces craft printable
topecs i ‘

i Iove | LOVE YO q V
your i

A @ 9 v
bits. ol

- Fun Learning for Kids ® Thortful ® Fab Cow # Vibrant Home Etsy
Day Craft Activity Rude Valentines Day Car... Humorous Greeting Card - | L... To Bits Bears Card By Caroline... Love Card: | Love You to Bits Funny ...

@ Mrs Mactivity
Card Craft Template For Ki...

%le valentine's day "love you in spades” X @ Q

Q Al [ Images  Shopping [] Videos [ News i More Tools

About 24,500 results (0.70 seconds)

Hawthorne Supply Co

https://www.hawthornesupplyco.com » love-you-in-sp...  $

Love You in Spades by Erin Kendal

Hello pretty new collection from Erin Kendal, we just Love You in Spades. ... this group is a
beautiful choice for your valentine any time of the year.
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—| Macmillan English Dictionary 2nd Edition

nd all informal phrase
everything about a person or situation, even the bad things
I love him, warts and all.

e Reddit

https://www.reddit.com > mcpublic » comments » hap...

Happy Valentines Day, nerds! : r/mcpublic

"l love you warts and all!" Netherwart. "Wool you be my Valentine?" Red wool. "I'm you biggest
fan!" Fire coral fan. Available from Cupid: Cupid's head.

@ The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com » books » sep » amanda...

Amanda Craig picks the best books about modern married ...

Sep 27, 2561 BE — These days, it's quite likely that the erring husband is the one to ... time the
person you marry is supposed to love you, warts and all”.

.

| love vou
e
N
N

\

faexs and Al

v
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GM|@ a word for wishing two characters to be together X @ Q

Q Al ) Images [] Videos [E News [] Books i More Tools

About 231,000,000 results (0.45 seconds)
Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org » wiki » Shipping_(fandom)

Ship})ing (fandom)
Shipping (derived from the word relationship) is the desire by followers of a fandom for two or
more people, either real-life people or fictional characters ...

People also ask :

What is it called when you wish two people together? v
What is shipping a relationship? v
What is the crossword answer for wish for a coupling between two characters? v

People also ask :

What is it called when you wish two people together? A

Shipping (derived from the word relationship) is the desire by followers of a fandom for two
or more people, either real-life people or fictional characters (in film, literature, television
series, etc.), to be in a romantic or sexual relationship.

Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org » wiki » Shipping_(fandom) ¥

Shipping (fandom) - Wikipedia

Search for: What is it called when you wish two people together?

What is shipping a relationship? A

[ ship ] verb. to take an interest in or hope for a romantic
relationship between (fictional characters or famous
people), whether or not the romance actually exists: I'm S,PIP

shipping for those guys—they would make a great couple!
Feb 14' 2561 BE to take an interest in or hope for a

romaniic relationship between

{fictional characters or famous people),
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If you see someone on Twitter or Tumblr discussing “shipping,”
don’t assume they’re talking about mailing a package. The term has
taken on new life thanks to people, predominantly teens, using the
word to discuss ideal relationships between fictional characters,
celebrities, and even their own friends.

Nico /7 L 4
=@ @just_being_nico - Follow

Once | start shipping a tv couple or real life
partnership/friendship/relationship that it,I'll ship them
forever! @ mine are all perfect!

7:07 PM - Oct 4, 2013 @

Shipping originated in the world of fandoms, which are groups of
hardcore fans of movies, books, and television shows. According to
the ridiculousy comprehensive fandom slang guides of the internet,

the word derives from "relationshipper," typically shortened to just

"shipper." Relationshippers are people who care deeply about the
romantic relationships between their favorite characters — and
sometimes, celebrities or even the people in their own lives.

So instead of saying, "Romeo and Juliet are a perfect couple,” a
Shakespeare-loving shipper would say, "I ship Romeo and Juliet."

"To say, ‘I ship that couple,’ is a short way for someone to say that
they believe in a couple, that they’re rooting for them to succeed,”
Michael, my friend's 15-year-old brother who is a high school
sophomore from New Jersey, told Tech Insider. “The term has

evolved in teenage slang to become a widespread part of our
vocabulary."
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What Does a “Ship” Mean Online, and How Do | Use It?
@ e i

Advertisement

@ Marcel Lirolla/Shutterstock.com

When you see someone talking about “ships” or “shipping” on the internet, there’s a good chance
they’re not talking about seacraft or logistics. Here’s what a “ship” means online and how to use it.

Relation-ship

On the internet, a “ship” is often an abbreviated slang word for “relationship,” and it generally refers to a
romantic relationship between two fictional characters. For example, if you're currently watching
Titanic, you might say{ “There’s a ﬁp\gleveloping between Jack and Rose.”

“Ship” is also commonly used as a verb to show your support for a particular romantic pairing. For
examplg, if you enjoy tthemistry thhe leads in Titanic, you could say, “I ship Jack and Rose."|The
word also communicates a sense of strong interest or affinity for a particular romantic pairing. It's
common to see people saying “this is my ship” about a particular pairing as a way to show strong
support for it. This is similar to OTP, or “one true pairing.”

Before you start telling people you ship everyone, there are a few things you should remember. This is a
very informal slang term and only makes sense to those active in internet circles. On top of that, in

messages, it can very easily be confused for a boat or a package shipping service. Use it only when
you're being clear that you're referring to .
\

Here are a few examples of the slang term “ship” in action:

® “| ship Romeo and Juliet.”

e “Mark and Marlene make such a great couple! | ship them.”

* “Wow, | can’t believe Monica and Chandler ended up togetheg/The ship has:ileh

e “| really ship burgers and fries.”

Do you want to learn about other popular internet slang terms? Read up on our guides about sus, FML,
and WBK, and you'll be a walking web dictionary in no time!
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Plck up Imes

(/aJ

for

Day

Dow&wnw?&um!nymﬁy {fgouwwanystaé&,é:nmﬁéumfe—
-
fflm@mmy agﬁw&et, (dput U

E]

You're fike a cappuccino: hot, sweet and
you make me nervous!

X
You're so Mw'm m&e me forget my

To go out with someone

To go on a date

To ah someone out

To invite someone to go on a date

To chat someone up

To fiirt with someone

Re/at:om /l

Phrasa
Verts

Show Everest some love...

»—o—>
f Everest Language School To break up

To end a romantic relationship

To get back together
/’ @E'emst_lreland To reunite with an ex-partner

To get over someone

Everest l-alw School To stop feeling sad about a past relationship

R N RN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN EEENENNNNNNNNN NN
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i Pplease show me a list of idioms related to valentine's day

Here are some idioms related to Valentine's Day:

Head over heels in love

Love is in the air /

A match made in heaven \/
Wear your heart on your sleeve
Lovebirds —

Sweetheart

Cupid's arrow

Love conquers all

Love at first sight

W 008 Aol a

—

A box of chocolates

| hope this helps!

If you are writing a piece about Valentine's Day, you can use the following idioms and

expressions:

1. Hearts and flowers

2. Smitten with someone

3._ Swept off your feet
koo LRI i B

4. Head over heels in love

Love is a two-way street

Love makes the world go round
Love is blind

Love is patient, love is kind

0 NG

All's fair in love and war

10. Break someone's heart

These idioms and expressions can add color and depth to your writing, and help you

express your ideas in a more creative and memorable way.
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Here are some idiomatic and humorous ways to say "l love you very much":

| love you to the moon and back{twice)

| love you more than a kid loves candy.

| love you more than a zombie loves brains.

| love you more than a sloth Iove@ 7
; 7/ S

| love you more than a dog loves bacon.

| love you more than a pirate loves treasure.

| love you more than a kid loves recess.

| love you more than a whale loves the ocean.

| love you more than a bee loves flowers.

= A A L U

=

| love you more than a fish loves water.

These idiomatic expressions are light-hearted and whimsical, and can help you convey

your love and affection in a fun and creative way.

Sure, here are some idiomatic and humorous ways to say "l love you":

You have a pizza my heart.

You're the brie to my baguette.

You had me at "hello, coffee."

| love you a latte.

You're my butter half.

I'm sweet on you.

| love you more than pizza, and that's saying a lot.
You're the avocado to my toast.

| love you to the fridge and back.

2l el el Dbl s el L

—

You're the mac to my cheese.

These phrases can add a playful and lighthearted touch to expressing your affection.

Sure! Here are some idiomatic ways to say "l love you very much":

| love you to the moon and back.

| love you to infinity and beyond.

| love you a bushel and a peck.

| love you more than words can express.

| love you more than anything in the world.
| love you with all my heart and soul.

| love you beyond measure.

| love you more than life itself.

| love you to the ends of the earth.

SR OR ORI DN Ul R

=Y

| love you up to the sky and down to the ground.

These idiomatic expressions can add a poetic and romantic touch to expressing your love

and affection.


Eric Z

Eric Z

Eric Z

Eric Z

Eric Z

Eric Z

Eric Z


{

—

< ol . . R
KB E Erice o
Just now from iPhone SE

BATLRIRE, TEAMDRIERT BEER"

| love you so much="?

| love you to bits.

| love you, warts and all.

| love you to the moon and back,
twice.

| love you in spades.

0 participants 6 days left @3k Eric created

0 RN
L\ Share my vote a... /; \Vote report

A © Q B 8

Weibo Super Group Discover Message Me

Moments

]‘ﬁ 5B 8 Ericy¥

[o]

| love you more than a fish loves water,
a kid loves candy, and a sloth loves Z's

.

1L

3 Eric 1.

Just nawe frem iBhane Sk

WATLERE. TERURLERRENR"

L

| lowe wou 20 much=7

Hove you to bits

| lawve o, warts and all.

I lave you Lo the moon and back,
twice.

| lowe you in spades,

O particpants 8 deys kel @A MEric crealed

Share my vate a

Vote report

# 9 aq = 8

Disecvan Masiagn Mu
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w (MIQ valentine's day south china morning post X 9 Q

Q Al E News [JImages [ Videos M Books : More Tools

About 54,300,000 results (0.36 seconds)

South China Morning Post
https://www.scmp.com > topics > valentines-day

Valentine's Day

With Valentine's Day around the corner, here are some common reasons we lie in our
relationships, how to avoid hiding the truth, and why being honest will help ...

South China Morning Post
https://www.scmp.com » ... » Trending in China

'He's dead, he won't know': heartless Hong Kong girlfriend ...

5 days ago — A Hong Kong man has broken up with his girlfriend after she insisted he spend
Valentine's Day with her rather than attend his grandfather's ...

South China Morning Post

https://'www.scmp.com > ... » Hong Kong economy

Hong Kong to mark Valentine's Day with few Covid curbs ...

3 days ago — Hong Kong to mark Valentine's Day with few Covid curbs left, but will business
bloom for florists and other vendors?
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B South China Morning Post UPGRADE & SAVE C

s Feng shui tips to boost your love energy as Valentine’s Day
draws near, for singles or couples

+myNEWS

My Daily 5 must-reads

pu"gritnagn:h:rtmc(l’:stthat - Whether you're single and looking for love, or in a relationship and want to improve it, these tips from
imp! i

matter to you feng shui master Andrew Kwan could help you
Learn more -

« There's even advice for people who want to repel love energy from flowing to cheating partners

a Lisa Cam [HWNJ&.‘S;

Tired of Tinder? If you’re feeling left out this Valentine’s Day and struggling to find
Mr or Ms Right then feng shui, or Chinese geomancy, an ancient practice that claims
to harmonise the energy between people and their environment, might help.

Even if your Chinese zodiac predicts a rough year ahead, feng shui is said to be able to
balance those unlucky tides and boost aspects in your life such as health, wealth or
love.

We asked feng shui master Andrew Kwan for some tips to help the singletons and

lonely hearts of Hong Kong give their love life a boost this month.

This year, they’re in luck.
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%7/

| BT
Tra'{Inm a Modern Chmese Wedding

What happens when modern sensibilities conflict with longstanding customs?

Sitting shyly on her bed, surrounded by raucous

wedding guests, the bride watched as her groom FI'.ESh
— a coworker of mine — knelt and prepared to V(Er)ICES
kiss her feet. She offered up a few half-joking ror'n
today’s

words of comfort. “Don’t worry,” she reassured :
China

him. “l washed them.

SIXTH TONE

It’s just one amusing moment in a day full of

them. In this particular portion of the traditional

Chinese wedding, the groom must fetch his bride
from her natal family and bring her to the mue. The bridal

‘\_ﬂ

party typically prepares challenges the groom must overcome before

they’ll let him take her away, such as hiding her shoes and forcing him
to find them and put them on. In this case, the wedding party egged
him into pIanting@ﬁon his bride’s feet as he did so.
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W |S THIS SENTENCE CORRECT: In this case, the wedding party egged him into planting a
kiss on his bride's feet as he did so. SHOULD "EGG INTO" BE "EGG ON"?
kit

Yes, you are correct. The correct phrase is "egged on," not "egged into." So the correct

sentence would be:

"In this case, the wedding party egged him on to planting a kiss on his bride's feet as he
did so."

"Egged on" means to encourage or incite someone to do something, while "egged into" is

not a common phrase and is generally not used in this context.

ALauciiy.

If you wanted to locate the source of these games in the Chinese

canon, it would probably be the practice of ginying mentioned in the
Confucian classic “The Book of Etiquette and Ceremonial.” Literally translated, it means “to welcome in
person.” A symbolic rite of passage, ginying — now more often rendered as yingqgin — signifies the
participants’ changing social status as the bride leaves her natal family and joins the groom’s family.
Alongside the rising popularity of hanfu, or traditional Chinese clothing, young Chinese are increasingly
eschewing the Western-style weddings popular in recent decades for more classically inspired affairs. Like
all weddings, however, these are a balancing act, as couples navigate a complex mix of formal rituals, often

raunchy folk practices, and modern sensibilities.
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Valentine's Day meaningless, but not harmful

By Kang Bing | China Daily | Updated: 2023-02-07 07:16 f wr in -

Back to work after the weeklong Spring Festival holiday, many young Chinese people are

making preparations for a romantic Valentine's Day on Feb 14. Given the younger generation's
g prep y younger g

~propensity Yo celebrate festivals with gusto, middle-aged and aged people would do welldo not
visit restaurants, bars, cinemas, dance halls and @s on Valentine's Day, because they are

likely to be packed with young lovers.

Plus, many things will cost a lot more on Feb 14 than on normal days. For example, flowers,

especially roses, could cost many times more.
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Many young Chinese peoestern festivals, which made their life more colorful.

But they couldn't see the invisible hand at work to make the Western festivals popular in the

country.

The invisible hand is that of the business community which, by poplgizing Western festivals,

1s boosting sales across different fields. During Christmas and Valentine's Day, outlets in
shopping malls are decorated with, among other things, balloons, banners, cutouts of Santa
Claus and lovers locked in a kiss. The festive atm‘(g[ﬁl

fre is palpable — with large, yellow
billboards screaming "On Sale" outside many outlets.

According to an online survey by iiMedia Research, 72 percent of the people said Valentine's
Day helps bring young lovers closer and strengthen their bond, with only 16 percent saying the
festival 1s used by shrewd businesspeople to boost their sales and make higher profits.

—| Macmillan English Dictionary 2nd Edition

writ large literary phrase
1. clear to almost anyone
Surprise was writ large on her face.
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Not all foreign festivals are welcome, though. Last year, a shopping mall in a western Chinese
city invited severe criticisms from netizens for planning a shopping gala based on Japanese

culture. Some netizens even accused the organizers of forgetting the atrocities committed by
the Japanese invaders in China from 1931 to 1945, including the rape of innumerable women
and slaughtering of about 300,000 Chinese people in Nanjing in the six weeks since Dec 13,
1937.

Following the criticism, the organizers cancelled the shopping gala.

This year's Valentine's Day is round the corner. I'll try to stay at home that day and profess my
love to my wife, though being married for nearly four decades both of us know how much we
love each other.

The author is former deputy editor-in-chief of China Daily.

=] RRKiEH (552hR)

vilnl
spree /spri/
n.

1. BEX%, ¥R [H
2. T RER

- We are having a spree (8fgoing on the spree) tonight.

SBRBAVESERBIRIRE—E,
3. TP HlRYIERATRH

* He was away on a shopping spree.

fit B R IE Y
- an eating spree

XER
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. The Economist

https://www.economist.com » business » 2014/05/08

YY1
From bazaar t@

May 8, 2557 BE — China's e-commerce giant has just revealed details of its long-awaited
flotation in America. It will be a blockbuster | Business.

1 [N-COUNT u]#i&id] WMiz; ®iz; #Fiz; You can refer to a
sudden great increage in wealth, success, or luck as a
bonanza .

The expected\sales bonanza hadn't materialised.
HAE P SEHRBRE.

=] BASCINAR

bonanza
bo-nan-za / ba'nsenza ; ba'naenza /noun C
1. a lucky or successful situation where people can make a lot of money

Wiz, AFZzE, HEZE:

2002 will be @ar for the computer industry.2002 FI¥§211E
AT AT & IART—5F,

-an amazing cash bonanza$ A IR = MBS

:w% le "shopping bonanza" X @ Q

Q Al & Images O Shopping © Maps & News i More Tools

About 448,000 results (0.35 seconds)

Bangkok Post

- https://www.bangkokpost.com > world » grinding-infl... 3 N )/{ (
Grinding inflation clouds'Black Friday' shopping bonanza
Grinding inflation clouds 'Black Friday' shopping bonanza. published : 25 Nov 2022 at
08:45. writer: AFP. 16; 0. The day after Thanksgiving, 'Black Friday' ...
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J

"valentine's day" "sHopping bonanza" X (99 Q

Géegle

Q Al (EJImages Q@ Shopping [] Videos [E News ¢ More Tools

About 19,700 results (0.40 seconds)

YouTube
https://www.youtube.com » watch

LMO Valentine's Day Shopping Bonanza

LMO Valentine's Day Shopping Bonanza. 9 views 9 months ago. Localmarketoffers.
Localmarketoffers. 368 subscribers. Subscribe. 1. | like this. | dislike this.

u The Filipino Times
https://ffilipinotimes.net > TFT Reach

West Zone celebrates Valentine's Day with special six-day ...

Feb 11, 2565 BE — West Zone celebrates Valentine's Day with special six-day
shopping bonanza! Photo of Staff Report. Staff ReportFebruary 11, 2022.

ﬂ CBS News

https://www.cbsnews.com » MoneyWatch

Singles Day is a shopping bonanza in China

Nov 11, 2557 BE — "Singles Day" is a shopping bonanza in China ... students in the 1990s, the
story goes, as a Valentine's Day of sorts for unattached people.

BBC

https://www.bbc.com > news » business-37989019  :

Black Friday: How does it compare with other shopping ...

Nov 24, 2559 BE — "Perceptions of Valentine's Day becoming too commercial are in many

ways a result ... but since 2009 it hags'morphed into ja shopping bonanza.

\_/\/
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